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Findings in the audit of St. Ann Municipal Court

Background

The St. Ann Municipal Court audit was completed as part of the Municipal
Courts Initiative of the State Auditor's Office. The Municipal Courts
Initiative adds additional areas of review to the standard court audit process.
In addition to reviewing financial transactions, accounting practices, and
compliance with court rules and state law, auditors also reviewed statistical
information, tickets, and other penalties, to identify activities and other
practices that may impair impartiality or damage the court's credibility with
citizens.

Bond Fees

Although state law does not include provisions for the collection of bond
processing fees, the city's police department collects a $25 bond fee to
process cash bond payments and a $10 bond fee to process credit card bond
payments. In 2014, the department collected approximately $38,000 in bond
processing fees without any statutory authority.

Vehicle Stop Reporting

The city did not retain adequate records to support 2014 vehicle stop data
reported to the Missouri Attorney General's Office, which prevented the
State Auditor's Office from reviewing the accuracy of the data.

In the areas audited, the overall performance of this entity was Good.*

*The rating(s) cover only audited areas and do not reflect an opinion on the overall operation of the entity. Within that context, the rating

scale indicates the following:

Excellent: The audit results indicate this entity is very well managed. The report contains no findings. In addition, if applicable, prior
recommendations have been implemented.

Good: The audit results indicate this entity is well managed. The report contains few findings, and the entity has indicated most or all
recommendations have already been, or will be, implemented. In addition, if applicable, many of the prior recommendations

have been implemented.

Fair: The audit results indicate this entity needs to improve operations in several areas. The report contains several findings, or one or
more findings that require management's immediate attention, and/or the entity has indicated several recommendations will not
be implemented. In addition, if applicable, several prior recommendations have not been implemented.

Poor: The audit results indicate this entity needs to significantly improve operations. The report contains numerous findings that
require management's immediate attention, and/or the entity has indicated most recommendations will not be implemented. In
addition, if applicable, most prior recommendations have not been implemented.

All reports are available on our Web site: auditor.mo.gov



